Letter to Editor in Answer to Editorial, Amory Paper 11/14/01
To: Governor Ronnic Musgrove

What does it take for Mississippi Government to see the light? We just had another plant to close putting
600 more people out of work and adding to the 11.3% area unemployment. We have 2 sheets of homes
running in foreclosure in the area papers. We have 14 sheets listing people who can not pay county
property taxes. We have 10 sheets of people who can not pay city property taxes. There were about 100
judgements issued by local JP courts to “collection agencies™ in Monroe County last month. There were
over 100 bankruptcies filed in Aberdeen last month. There are 2 auto repo lots in the area that are over full
and the transports can not empty the lots taking the cars to the Jackson auto auction fast enough to give
room for new repossessions. ‘

It is time for Mississippi government to “sce the light” and reduce government and government
employment to reflect the present economy and poor employment. You need to take a long hard look at the
multitude of Boards and Commission that arc a 100 million dollar drain on Mississippi and reduce the high
paying duplication of services. The cuts need to come at the “top” where government appointees make 2 to
5 times the average wage of under $18,000.00 of Monroe County workers. It is time to look at the large
amounts of funds in Mississippi and the huge trust funds built up for “perks” for the upper income state
employee. Can Mississippi justify the Billions in these trust funds when many of the working poor are
loosing their homes and autos? There is more machinery of government than is necessary, too many
parasites living on the labor of the industrious. Al present we have two hopes for our children in
Mississippi. One is that they go to heaven, the other is to leave Mississippi and find employment in another
state.

If Mississippi government realized and practices the basic principal of the Republican form of
government. The equal rights of Mississippi citizens and the happiness of every individual acknowledged
by Mississippi government to be the only legitimate objects of Mississippi government we would not have
the problems we now face with the loss of our jobs and homes.

If Mississippi government derived their just powers from the consent of the people of Mississippi and had
the welfare of it citizens at hart we would not have the problems we now face. Mississippi government has
long forgotten that the will of the mass of the citizens is the safest depositary of their own rights and that
when excesses limil government to the sound health of government for the people.

It would matter very little and be of very little consequence who governs Mississippi, Democrat;
Republican or independent, if the sincerely and zealously cherish the principles of this state and the
republican (not party) form of government.

Our state has fallen into anarchy and would decide forever the destinies of the citizens of this state, and
seal the political heresy that Mississippi citizens are, as assumed by Mississippi government, to be
incapable of self-government. The care of Mississippi citizens and their happiness and not their destruction
should be the first and only legitimate object of Mississippi government.

We request of the governor and suggest the following, That Mississippi government be reduced “from the
top” by employment by 25%. That perks insurance and retirement be reduced to the level of the average
working citizen of this state. That government salaries be reduced to correspond to the wages of the
workers in Mississippi that pay these salaries. That the governor take a long hard look at the court system
in Mississippi and require that they return to the basic guidelines of or Mississippi Constitution. That an
accounting of the “hidden” accounts of Mississippi be published and used for the benefit of Mississippi
citizens not government employees.

“The whole art of government consists in the art of being honest.” Thomas Jefferson: Rights of
British in America, 1774.
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The people of this state deserve and demand real solutions. I'm

going to work hard to see that they get them.

They don't plan

d every day around this staie 1o

threaten our stability by offering an elusive goal for growth in

water, false hopes and real numbers don’t mix. We cannot afford 1o
Mississippi.

their spending on what they hope 1 bring in; they plan it on what

they know they'll bring in. [ want to do the same.

make ends meet for themselves and their fami

+ There are people who work har



